
Harvest Evangelism Banquet 
A BIG Blessing! 

 Our 25th annual Harvest Evangelism banquet was held on Mon-
day night October 3rd at the Auburn University Hotel and Conference Cen-
ter.  Over 400 friends gathered with us to thank God for His blessings in and 
through this ministry.  Everyone who came out seemed to agree this year’s 
banquet was our best ever.
 Knowing that all our friends couldn’t come to the banquet we’ve tried 
to bring the banquet to you via this month’s newsletter.
 We’ve included the testimonies that our His Place Director, Andy 
McClellan and Hollie Limbaugh, a resident at Hosanna Home shared.  Tim 

Dilena, a long time friend of this ministry and the new pastor at the world renowned 
Brooklyn Tabernacle, shared a dynamic message at the banquet.  While we weren’t able 
to record Pastor Tim at our banquet we do have a copy of the same message he shared 
at Brooklyn Tabernacle.  You can listen to this message entitled “To Put A Robe On The 
Scars” under: www.brooklyntabernacle.org/sermons.  You can call, e-mail, facebook or 
write us and as for a copy of Tim’s message and we’ll send it to you free of charge.
 It’s an honor to have men like Pastor Dilena, Pastor Carter Conlon of Times 
Square Church, Pastor Gary Wilkerson, President of World Challenge and pastor of Col-
orado Springs’ “Springs Church”, John Ed Mathison of Frazier Memorial Methodist; 
Denny Nissley from Christ in Action; Bobby Chance with Hollywood’s Street Reach 
Ministries; Don Wilkerson, President of Teen Challenge and other such dynamic, godly 
men speak at previous Harvest Evangelism banquets.  It’s said that you can judge a man 
(or ministry) by the company they keep.  I believe our banquet speakers says a lot about 
Harvest Evangelism.  We’re certainly blessed to be co-laborers with such awesome min-
istries.  We’re honored to call such men our friends. 
 Get Pastor Tim Delina’s message and you’ll once again agree.
 The men and women from His Place and Hosanna Home sang a beautiful song 
at the banquet.  Once again we weren’t able to record it.  We’d love to bring our whole 
Harvest Evangelism family to you church and sing the song for your group.  All you have 
to do is contact us and we’ll come.  We love visiting our friends.
 There’s no way to condense a year of ministry into a two-hour banquet.  Even 
less a chance to sum it all up in a newsletter.  We’ve tried here to do our best to make you 
a part of what God did at our banquet.

Mr Sledge’s Last Days At Harvest 
As He Retires
 Don Sledge has been part of Harvest Evangelism for 16 
years.  He came on as a member of our Board of Directors in 1996.  
In 2000 Don and Yvonne became the directors at His Place.  They 
served powerfully, beautifully at His Place for 4 years before leav-
ing to become missionaries with ‘FROMM’ ministries in the back 
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bush regions of Alaska.  This had been a lifelong dream for both of them.  It was hard for us to let them go, but at 
the same time wonderfully exciting.  How many seventy year olds do you see answering a call of God and heading 
off into the unknown to do mission work for God?  The Sledges are our heroes.
 After a 3 year stint in Alaska the Sledges came home. Now, at 77 and 73 years of age you’d think they’d 
fi nally retire. They didn’t.  When they came home, they came “Home”, which for Don and Yvonne meant His Place.  
Once back they continued to work at His Place and Hosanna Home up until Miss Yvonne had heart surgery.  Don 
has continued to work with us while Yvonne has worked on her recovery.  
It’s hard to believe, and hard for us to even say, but fi nally, after all these years Don Sledge is going to retire, really 
retire.  Which at 77 years of age he’s earned.  His last day will be October 31.
 We’re not even going to try and describe all that Don Sledge has meant to this ministry, we wouldn’t have 
enough room to document it.  Suffi ce to say Pastor Rick describes Don like this, “Don Sledge has been my opponent 
(in a congressional race); he has been an employee, fellow minister; confi dant; Board member; project coordinator; 
missionary; pastor; preacher; His Place Director; he’s been it all.  He has been my friend, brother, and in many ways 
a father to me.  In all things he’s been the best man I’ve ever known.  We’re not going to talk about how I’m going 
to miss him because cowboys aren’t supposed to cry.

I will always be grateful for your service, sacrifi ce, and dedication to Harvest Evangelism. Thank you for never 
giving up on me and recognizing God’s plan for me when I didn’t.  Your example of Godly leadership has made an impact on my life and it will 
never be forgotten.   I thank God that he allowed you to be a part of my journey.  Thank you for all you have done. — Bro. Andy (His Place 
Director)
 They have prayed for me, taught me, punished me, restricted me, counseled me and prayed for me more, but most of all, they have loved 
me and let me live in their home while in Alaska.  I love them very much as they are my family and will miss times in the ministry we shared 
together as Ms Sledge always kept me in line. God be with you. — Love, John Jenkins (Harvest Evangelism Staff)

 “Well done Don Sledge.  Very, very well done.  Your’s is our example of a life well spent.” Thank you for your dedication and love 
to the many men and women you touched here at Harvest Evangelism. You will be greatly missed. — Love, Jess (Hosanna Home Intern) 
Thank you for your many years of service with Harvest Evangelism. Your labor was surely not in vain! God Bless you in where ever He leads 
you next. — Love, Maya (Hosanna Home Intern)
 Thank you for all your hard work and servant’s heart for this ministry. May the Lord bless you greatly. The little time I have gotten to 
know you has been great. You seem to have a heart for people and it shows. I pray this next chapter in your life is full of joy and abundant bless-
ings. Sincerely — Esther (Hosanna Home Intern)
 I really wanted to thank you from the bottom of my heart. I know that I did not know you on a personal level but one thing I do know 
about you is that you are a wonderful example of what a laid down life is. Have a great retirement. — Love, Crystal Hosanna Home Intern
Want to let you know how much I appreciate you and your wife and the little time we spent talking, thank you so much for your advice and 
listening to me. Your friend and sister in the Lord — Angela (Hosanna Home Staff)
 Dear Mr Sledge, I will miss you dearly: Conversations, wells, trailers, program, A TIME TO BUILD, cotton mill communities, race car 
driving/getting caught, aspiring to study at University, water skiing and fancy tricks, job descriptions and the immigration rush, Eskimo knives 
(ulus) from Alaska… are but a few things I will not forget that colored my life.  I will miss you walking into the offi ce in the mornings.  It will 
never be the same again.  Thanks for every heartfelt conversation and love unspoken.  God bless and keep you and Mrs Sledge.  ‘You-all’ be 
missed!  In the Love of Christ. — Desmond Frick (Harvest Evangelism Staff)
 It is a time to refl ect over the past several years as God has allowed me to really get to know one of His warriors namely Brother Don 
Sledge. Always uplifting, and his famous “that reminds me of a story” I have learned to respect the wisdom of a man of God with a long working 
life. Like the ministry father that all ministries need Brother Don has been and will be an iconic father fi gure to Harvest Evangelism Inc. I love 
you (and Mrs. Sledge too).  You will certainly be missed. Live long and prosper and God bless. 
— Greg Boyd (Harvest Thrift Super Center Manager)

Jim “Old School” Johnson’s Testimony
  Once you’re a junky, it seems you’re one for evermore
  ‘Cause Mr. Jones Always comes knocking at the door
  Doesn’t make any difference how long it’s been
  ‘Cause he’ll always come a knocking, at it again
  It doesn’t matter though if he comes back one more time
  ‘Cause This Time I’ve got a friend, JESUS and he’ll always be mine. (01/01/11 JLJ)
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A letter from a little contributor
 “Pastor Rick, Thank you for blessing us at Lookout Mountain Community Church.  Thank you for ministering to my 
girls Jennifer and Courtney on their level.  They both contributed part of their allowance this month towards your Colorado 
Walk for shoes (check enclosed).
 I think often of you walking an meeting “the salt of this earth”  – offering them a cup of cold water in Jesus Name, as 
they often offer one to you.  We can’t get any more real than this.  It’s literally the Gospel with feet on.
I continue to heal from breast cancer surgery and am open to the path – the stream – God calls me to next.  I believe He is 
asking me to minister in some capacity to missionaries in America and around the world.  My training is in counseling, so 
I’m excited to see how God fi ts it all together in His timing.
 In the meantime, I care for my precious girls.   My husband left us 4 years ago, but I sense God softening his heart, 
and there is a possibility we will get back together next month.  My deep desire is to be reunited with him and eventually 
serve the Lord together in a tangible ministry such as your own.
 May God bless you 10-fold in return for how you have blessed others.

 Because of Jesus, Stephanie”   (9-17-11) 

   — Just one more reason why I walk... Rick

TheWay
 As fall comes around it means many things. And for me this fall it has meant change. As many of you 
know I am heading up a late night ministry in downtown Auburn and would like to let you all know a little more 
of what we do.
As we began this we had it set up for a meeting then evangelism, but as we went on we started to see that this 
way of going about things was not really the best suit for us. We have changed the way we do things and have 
started to have a Bible study instead. Which has turned out to be quite wonderful. We have started to really focus 
on what the scripture says about us being a family. So like any good family, most get-togethers being with the 
small question, “How’s your week going?” A small question, but asked honestly can end up being more than an 
hour of talking. Of being a part of someone’s life. Not just asking the question, but honestly wanting to know the answer. This leads into our Bible 
study that sometimes leads us into prayer time but almost always leads till around midnight. After that we throw 150 hotdogs or so into a pot and 
when they are done we load up and walk down the street and set up in front of Toomer’s Drugs in downtown Auburn.
 Every Friday and Saturday we get out on the street between 12:30-1am and stay till 3-4am just giving out food to hungry people and 
Bibles to spiritually hungry people. I ask that you keep this in your prayers and if any of you would like to help us with this you can send money 
to Harvest Evangelism and designate it to The Way. Every week we go through 300-400 hotdogs so that we can tell people that as they freely 
take the hotdog, we freely take righteousness from Christ Jesus. And as these hotdogs and Bibles are free to them they cost someone. Just like 
what Jesus did for us. I am wanting to order some more New Testaments, Gospels of John and Vintage Jesus tracks by Pastor Mark Driscoll in 
the not to distant future because we are running low.
 And if any of you want any more info please feel free to add me on facebook or email me at wchagans@harvestevangelism.org 
 — God Bless, Winchester H. 

(Winchester will be preaching with his dad at New Life Christian Center in Boaz on October 23rd at 6PM.  He will be preaching Sunday morning 
October 30th locally, at Saugahatchee Assembly of God in Reeltown Alabama.)

Thanksgiving Coming...
 Don’t forget to help us help the hungry.  Once again will be putting up the big tent at the Harvest Thrift 
Super Center on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 24, 2011) to serve meals to our area’s hungry friends 
and neighbors.  Last year we fed over 1,100 meals.  This year looks like we’ll need to feed even more. 

 To be able to feed those in need we need the following: 
  Turkeys    Pies   Hams   Cakes
  Sweet Potatoes   Rolls   Drinks   Dressing   
  Paper ware   Casseroles  Macaroni and Cheese

 You can bring your items by His Place, Hosanna Home or Harvest Thrift Super Center.  You can also make a cash donation and desig-
nate it to “Thanksgiving Meals”.  It only costs approximately $2.00 to provide a full Thanksgiving meal to a hungry neighbor.  You can feed 10 
for $21.10 or even 100 for only $211.00.  Every little bit helps.



Remember the words of our Lord, “’For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat’, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you?’, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”
Matt. 25:31-40

ITEMS NEEDED
Hosanna Home

Dining room renovation and round tables with chairs to have a more inviting dining area for the ladies• 
“Smart board” with Internet hook up in two locations for chapel and classroom for educational purposes• 
Mac Lap Top• 
Sound system to have worship music playing throughout building• 
Always needed: toilet paper, paper towels, 39 gallon trash bags, dish soap, cough drops, Kleenex, diapers, feminine hy-• 
giene products etc.
Vehicles: We especially need a good dependable small car for one of our Hosanna Home ladies.• 

The His Place Farm was donated a 35 HP Tractor.  We need implements that are compatible with it to work the vegetable 
garden (that produces food for our program) and 15 acre farm.  Any suitable implements for this Kotoba Tractor will be greatly 
appreciated.

We need a “professional” volunteer to do minor water damage repair and stain removal along with painting in the upstairs 
bedrooms, kitchen dining area and bathroom at the His Place Farm house.

Pastor Rick’s Schedule
Sunday October 23rd (10AM)  New Life Christian Center (Blake’s Church!)   Boaz AL

     (Winchester will be preaching that evening at 6PM)

October 29th    Dedication Speaker at Moton Center    Leeds AL

Sunday October 30th (10AM)  Mt Pleasant Baptist Church     Leeds AL

November 11th-12th   Men’s Conference with Community Christian Fellowship  Van TX

Sunday November 13th (10AM)  Community Christian Fellowship     Van TX

Monday November 14th   Alabama Baptist Convention     Mobile AL

HARVEST EVANGELISM ONLINE
Pastor Rick’s sermons are available on      VIMEO.com (www.vimeo.com/harvestevangelism)
We are also available on      Facebook.com (www.facebook.com/HarvestEvangelism) 
and Tumblr.com (www.harvestevangelism.tumblr.com)
Our Thrift Store is under: www.harvestthriftsupercenter.com/ (see page for specials and discounts)

Pastor Rick’s sermons are available on      VIMEO.com (www.vimeo.com/harvestevangelism)
We are also available on      Facebook.com (www.facebook.com/HarvestEvangelism) 
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Harvest Evangelism Banquet
A BIG Blessing!
 

 Hosanna Home Testimony From Our Banquet
 “Hello, my name is Hollie Limbaugh.   I am twenty-three years old.  I am from Sylacauga, Alabama.  My life before I knew Christ was 
not good at all.  I had a rough childhood.  I grew up in an abusive family.  I was also around a lot of drugs. My parents divorced when I was three 
years old.  My sister and I had to grow up fast.  My mom had to work to make ends meet so we spent a lot of time alone.  I missed a lot of school.  

By the age of twelve I was using drugs and sexually active.  I went to my fi rst rehab at the age of fourteen.  It only made 
me more curious about drugs, so I kept on using even more. 
 I got pregnant at the age of sixteen.  Because of the drugs I was using I decided to have an abortion.  I had another 
abortion at age of twenty-one.  After that I continued using drugs even harder.  I ended up getting caught with some and 
going to jail.  When I went to jail I asked myself what I was doing?  I got out and found out I was pregnant again.  I was 
so selfi sh that I wanted to have another abortion, but I couldn’t pay for another one.  I went to court for my drug charge 
seven months pregnant with drugs in my system.  The judge put me in jail that day.  I sat in jail a month.  While I was 
there I turned to God asking Him to help me get out of there so I could have my baby.  I wanted help to get away from 
drugs.  God answered my prayers and sent me to Hosanna Home.  I had my baby on April 23, 2011.  Chloe is a beautiful 
healthy little girl.  I love her so much!  Now I am happy to be a mother and I want more children.
 Some women came down from Times Square Church and I gave my life to Christ.  I have forgiven myself for all my 
abortions, and love myself.  I am growing in my relationship with God every day.  I plan to share my experience with my 
family.  I have gotten closer to them since I’ve been here.  I hope to have a good future and to give my daughter one. 
 I know that with God all things are possible.  He turned a drug addict like me into a loving mother.  He will keep me 
in perfect peace as long as I trust in Him.  I like to say this little prayer when I get discouraged.  “LORD, I want to be 
secure in You and Your provision for my life.  Teach me to keep You continually before me so I am not shaken by life’s 
circumstances.  Help me learn to have faith and trust You alone.”

Thirteen years ago I came to the banquet and gave my testimony as a HIS PLACE resident.   My testimony was like 
most that you hear from the men who end up at HIS PLACE. Drugs and alcohol had destroyed and taken away everything 
that I loved and held near to my heart. Several years later Rick asked me to come to the Banquet as a graduate and give my 
testimony, by then God was doing some incredible things in my life.  I was married with two children, working as a 3rd 
grade school teacher and bi- vocational youth minister.   Several years after that Rick invited me once again to share my 
testimony at the banquet, but this time as a Harvest Evangelism Board Member. God was doing more incredible things in 
my life.  By that time, God had called me into full time ministry with my wife and then four children.  This year I shared 
once again at the Harvest Evangelism Banquet, but this time as the new Director of His Place.  I write all this to share with 
you what Harvest Evangelism is really about.  It’s more than getting men clean and sober and turning them back into the 
world.  It’s about restoring lives to Christ, restoring lives back to their families, restoring lives back to their communities 
and walking with them along the journey.  My life and testimony is a refl ection of the motto of Harvest Evangelism;  “Putting God’s love into 
action, where the action is at.”  Thank you Rick and Kim, Board, and friends for the opportunity to serve in this ministry and for walking with 
me along the journey. 
 — Bro. Andy

Here’s what some of those who attended had to say:

 “I enjoyed the Harvest Evangelism banquet. It was great this year.  I loved the ta-
ble displays of the girls and how they were broken when they fi rst came into the program 
and to see them now changed as God has picked up the pieces and put their lives back 
together!  Awesome message, it fi t right in with the testimony of Hollie!” — Montesha 
Durrell (Harvest Thrift Super Center Staff)

 “The 2011 Banquet was outstanding in that the whole thing seemed very orga-
nized and Tim Dilena and Pastor Rick did an outstanding job speaking” — Greg Boyd 
(Harvest Thrift Super Center Manager)

 “At the Harvest Evangelism Banquet this year God blessed me with the humility 
and power of Hollie’s testimony.”
 — Peggy Joy Bowles (Director of Hossana Home & Hope’s Inn)

 “As an Intern from Mt. Zion School of Ministry at Hosanna Home, this was my fi rst banquet with Harvest Evangelism. I was extremely 
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blessed by Pastor Tim Delina’s message. Harvest Evangelism is a ministry that puts robes of righteousness on the outcasts and the broken of this 
world.” — Jessica Lee (Intern with Harvest Evangelism)

 “I have been involved with Harvest Evangelism banquets for sixteen years and this was the best of them all.” — Don Sledge (Harvest 
Evangelism’s jack-of-all-trades) 

 “It was a blessing to see what God has done in the lives of all the guys and girls. It truly was a testimony of what God did for Harvest 
Evangelism in this past year.” — Desmond Frick (Harvest Evangelism Media)

 “For me the climax of the Banquet this year was not the PowerPoint about the ministry, the testimony of anyone who was given a mic 
or even the words of Rev. Tim Delina, who is the brand new senior pastor of Brooklyn Tabernacle. For me the high point came days later as all 
the money was added up and we were able to keep feeding people who would otherwise not have a meal. It came as the doors to His Place & 
Hosanna Home stayed open in a time when so many ministries go bankrupt. It came as I was able to keep handing out hot-dogs and tracts/New 
Testaments every Friday and Saturday night in front of Toomer’s Drugs to people who have been sucked into the college party life. For me the 
banquet means that we are able to do what we do for a little while longer. And we get to do what we do for just a few more lost souls.” 
— Winchester Hagans (Harvest Evangelism Staff Minister)

“Excellent fellowship-Great message from the speaker, Tim Dilena, Glad I was there”. — Mayor Gary Fuller

“God’s annointing was there-many people were blessed and heard the Good News of Jesus Christ our Savior”.  — Laura Fuller (Board member)

Making This Banquet Matter
The purpose of our banquet is to raise money for the ministries of Harvest Evangelism (His Place, Hosanna Home, Hope’s Inn). 
We challenge these who attended to help in one (or more) of the following ways.

1 – Make a “One-Time Gift”.  We use these monies for our day to day operating funds.  These days the funds are pretty dry.
 Your gift of $100____________   $500____________   $1,000____________   or even more $____________   REALLY HELPS.
Every gift matters $____________.

2 – Make a “Monthly Pledge”.  Like you, our bills come due every month, only with 30 men, 20 ladies and who knows how many children our 
monthly costs win pretty high.
 Your monthly pledge of $30____________   $50____________   $100____________   or even more $____________ (or less) helps 
us operate more effi ciently and not worry so much.  It means a great deal to us to know you’re standing with us.  Your monthly pledges are the 
building blocks His Place, Hosanna Home and Hope’s Inn are able to build upon.  And remember— It’s broken lives we build here.

3 – Give a “Gift in Kind”.  Some of you may have stocks, bonds, a piece of property or some other item you could donate that could be redeemed 
as ministry. 
 Last year Pastor Rick spoke at a banquet for a homeless shelter in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.  He mentioned this type of “in Kind” 
giving.  That night a man donated 54 acres of land (inside the city limits) to the homeless shelter.  Needless to say, we were all BLESSED that 
night.
 Perhaps you have a piece of land, some stocks or bonds, a piece of jewelry, a vehicle or something else you would like to donate and 
see put into ministry use.  We would love to work with you if you have something in mind.
 We’re like the guys on television’s reality show “Pawn Stars”, we can turn anything into a sale.  You may not realize, but Pastor Rick 
is an auctioneer.
 Contact us if you have anything you’d like to donate.

 Our friends who where able to attend the banquet where presented with this exact same appeal and they responded generously and 
graciously.  We received almost $80,000 in one-time gifts and pledges.  Hallelujah and thanks be to God (and to our friends!)
 We humbly now ask of you the same. Would you consider making a gift to the ministries of Harvest Evangelism?  A “One-time gift” 
____________  “Monthly Pledge” ____________ “A Gift in Kind” ____________.  It all adds up.  It all helps us meet the needs of the hundreds 
upon hundreds of people we have the honor of serving in our Lord’s name.
 Our goal for the banquet was $150,000.  We raised over half of that, $80,000.  We are praying, trusting, believing our friends who 
weren’t able to come to the actual banquet help make up the difference.
 Will you be one of those who help make up that difference?
 Please use the enclosed card to share your decision.  This is the same card we used at our banquet.  Your support keeps the spirit of our 
banquet growing.
And well it should, for the very word of God ends with a banquet, and the promise of one to come: “Then he said to me, ‘Write, “Blessed are 
those who are invited to the marriage supper (Banquet) of the Lamb.”’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of God’” Revelation 19:7
 Thanks for being a part of our banquet through this newsletter.  Your support will help us prepare a lot of people, a whole lot of people 
for the Banquet yet to come.
      Thank you, In His Service
      Rick Hagans
      Founder / President Harvest Evangelism
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